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This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of the first 
Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits and hence is believed to be timely 
filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). No fees are believed to be due in 
connection with filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. However, should any 
fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 to 1.21 be deemed necessary for any reason relating to 
these materials, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to deduct said fees from Brinks 
Hofer Gilson & Lione Deposit Account No. 23-1925. A duplicate copy of this document 
is enclosed. 

This application is a continuation application of U.S. Serial No. 09/731,036, filed 
December 5, 2000, now U.S. Patent No. 6,692,778, which is relied upon for an earlier 
filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120. In accordance with Rule 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), only 
copies of foreign patent documents not previously cited and submitted to the Patent and 
Trademark Office in the prior application Serial No. 09/731,036, are required to be 
submitted. 

Applicants submit herewith a Supplementary Partial European Search Report 
received for corresponding patent application No. EP 98 92 6372. Each reference cited 
in this communication is also cited in this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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Applicants respectfully request that the listed documents be made of record in 
the present case. 
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